
 

Immigration and 
Canadian Border Crossings 

Understanding Immigration 

• 
• 

Why search for immigration records? 

Where do I begin? 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Census Records 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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• 
• 

Passenger Lists 
Pre-1820 Immigration 

U.S. and Canada, Passenger 
and Immigration Lists Index, 1500s-1900s, a

• 
• 
• 
• 

United States Passenger Lists beginning in 1820 

• 
• 

•  

Major Ports in the United States 

Port Number of People  Port Number of People 

European passenger departure lists 
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Passports 

Naturalization and Citizenship 

1790 to 1906 
1790 Naturalization Law 

Declaration of Intention 

Petition 

Oath of Allegiance 

Content of Naturalization Records (1790–1906) 

 

After 1906 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
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Content of Naturalization Records After 1906 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Canadian Border Crossings 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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Manifests 1895-1954 

Additional Resources
• 
• 

 
• 
• 
• 

Prologue Magazine

• 

• 
NGS News Magazine

• 

• 


